cv fa*. 



6 June 1968 



Dear All stair. 



Lest my message through Geoffrey today gets 
lost in tonight's rush, can I send the warmest thanks 
for this morning's piece from Los Angeles? The 
Ambassador Hotel must have been a terrible place to be 
but you've conveyed the sense and feeling of the occasion 
excellently. Thank you. 



Yours, 



Mr Alistair Cooke 



25 Juno 1968 

Oear Allstair, 



r'irat of all, lawontably, u letter I wrote to you 
on March 22 and sent to the Dorchester shaving been told thut that 
was where you were going to stay durin,; the ' i.etter fron America' 
celebrations/ has just cone back undelivered. You must have 
tnougnt we were a bit churlish in noi sending any con mtul .tions 
or good wishes, so 1 send the letter on now. 

Next, how about the planning for the Conventions and 
the campaign in the uutunn'.' 1 did writo a little while ago, 1 
hope that that letter nrrived safely in Hew York. It asked for 
confirmation that you will in fact be doing the Conventions las I 
assume oust surely be so, on past experience; . It said that we 
<ere ready to second John Cole and Hella i'ick to supplement you 
and Richard during the later stages of the campaign. It would 

.•oi.li 1.- be best if uohn Cole comes from aid- iopteober for about 
three weeks and llellu from early or nid-October until after polling. 
..e ought also to try to arrange that one or bot of than undertuke 
journeys across significant parts of the continent away from the 
main candidates. e jrot very good results out of o.-offrey'a own 
journey lust time from the l'acific orth *eat down to the : Addle 
.est. Is all thut in keeping with your ideas? And what, if 
anything, lo aichurd going to do outside r.ushinjton'. lie would 
probably like to get away i'r t. there for a bit. 

Finally, and returning in u way to 'Letter from 
nerlca', wohn Cole remarked yesterday that he had heard the ro- 
broedcast at breakfast time and that it was a brilliant piece on 
your axparienca with the students at .lerkeloy. !le said, not for 
the first time, t. at it's a pity that we don't perhaps more often 
have some of your discursive and thoughtful comments for the v.ua -dian" 
I know wall that the tiannor of broadcast 'Letters' is necessarily 
different and tint what can be a conversational piece on the air 
would not necessarily read wall in print. ..ven so, if you feel 
iLOved at any time to write anything in that way, touching as it would 
on a current issue such as the students' attitudes, please do. .ith 
a little warning, we can find room, and oven .ithout warning wa can 
com-. only do it. 
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I nope incidentally that you also had my thank* 
for the U.difornian reports on (.enuody. It oust have been a 
r.rueaome experience. I ron a cold-ulooded newspaper point of 
Yiew, however, wo all fait here that we tad been odnirably 
served by you, ')MVid, and the two in Washington. 



Yours, 



Mr Allstair Cooke 



11$0 Fifth Avenue,tlevr Tork,H.X. 10028 



Thursday July 18th 1968 



Dear Alastair: 

The various trips and prima-ies and general pol' tir.al 
mooching -not to mention the trauma of June kth,a d a month-long 
back affliction -have put me far behind in my mail. But I ought 
to have affii answered your letter about the Campaign long before now. 
Please forgive. 

By the way, many thanks for your undelivered good Irishes 
on the 1000th broadcast. As for doing something of the sort for 
the U.G.,it is fraught with perils -everything depends on the way it 
is read aloud,and I am never very happy when The Listener takes a 
talk, cuts it down to a single theme, thus abolishing the contrived 
waywardness, and prints it with regular punctuation. However,let 
me think about it. As it is, there are no overlaps between the 
dispatches and the talks. They seem, in th~- writing, to be done by 
different lobes of the brain. 

Now for the Conventions and the campaign. Yes, indeed,! 
shall be in attendance at Miami Beach and Chicago(if that's where 
the Democrats are able to settle). I anticipate the usual problem 
of the early deadline, which -however late -say,10 p.m. your time - 
is too early,by about four hours, to take in the Convention proceedings 
of that day . Of course, things like credential comm ittee fights, 
sudden declarations by LBJ that he's for Wallace, would be flashed as 
news stories. But the best coverage of the Contentions I've done has 
always been the continuous long story, followijig-day by day- the 
drama as it un olds and in sequence. This means covering the 
session of the previous evening and incorporating the morning's 
developments. It really does not matter that Wednesday's paper is about 
Monday evening and Tuesday i orning (all the Convention sess ons are 
*'rom o p.m. on). ihis way, we have always g von the best cont nuous 
*thus competing story. The other papers -trying to snatch bits of color and also 

hopelessly with WHHWH flash dubious "hard" news*-fall between two stools. Anyway, 
TV I an praying for -maybe - a regular space so I can give you something 

lonr and exciting, rr funny, that ^ther people are not doing. 

In Chicago, I expect David Gray to be along as an onlooker. 
But there's no reason he shouldn't take an isolated news story or aspect. 
He w^U be covering Forest Hills and wants to stay on arid attend the 
Dems. 

Now, since, for the first time,we are having a Convention 
late enough to end the weekend before Labor Day,which is the official 
opening of the canrnaign, the canjAign coverape ought to begin on 
September 2nd. {The ''onven.lons used alwasy to be in June, forcing us 
to report a synthetic midsummer campaign before September -lately they've 
gone to July and now, thank God, to August. The Reps, meet August 5th to 
9th,the Dems. August 26th to 31st.) I suggest that Davie Gray be 
pressed to stay on another ten days or so to cover the opening of the 
campaign. Then send John Cole in nid-September . Then He 11a at the 
beginning of October. Richard does not expect to do more thai: catch .-^ 
the candidates for a day or two when they are Iti near his town - 
Pennsylvan a,Haryland,Vtrginia,for instance. 

It will be a great help to have someone always on the road • 
David Gray was a blessing in California -doubly so, as thngs disastrously 



turned ;ut. We never qu ' te knew where Peter Jenkins was, but Tfhen 
I was sure David was with McCarthy and Je kins with Keimedy,it left* 
me free to do the essential job of renorting the whole political 
picture. This, I do believe, is our strength over, say, the Times and 
the Telegraph. Their "teams'' wrote picturesquely arid often well about 
the actual rally or the bus-ride j but the danger of being net* to the 
game is either too much enthusiasm for a given candidate, or 
a distortion of political enphnsis( or-as somebody said about Lincoln 
Steffens -"as a political reporter,his trouble was that he believed 
what he was told.") 

The necessary thing is that I should alwasy be in touch with 
the guy or guys on the road. There is air.' ays a warning or explanatory 
piece to be done: e.g. party loyalty is non-exis lent in California 
politics and you have to beware of the assurances of any partisan T*oup. 
or enthusiasm for 'Wallace in Pi'^tsbur?h should not seem 10 outweigh 
the hold of the Governor over the labor vote j or one should be 
careful of putting too much stock in a candidate's private poll- 
you have to know who did the poll and how much he was paid for it (this, 
by the way,is the suspicious fact; r in all Rockefeller's surprising 
polls -he is spending a mint on them) . 

I am talking now about the Campaign. You needn't fear that 
I will cover the* Conventions as a pundit -you know from exp -rience 
that they are high or comic drama, and the trick is tc weave the 
information, the color and the analysis together, as in a page by 
Balzac -or,perhaps,Thurber! 

We may have trouble getting a private line in CbJ cago,because 
of the damned telephone strike. Even if it's settled, they are going to 
be days behind in installing. But I know v/here I shall be in Miami 
Beach and Chicago, so I shall make sure there's a clear l ; ne WIfcKtil 
before I get there. 

If things work out with I avid Gray, I might want to take a 
week off right after the Dems. -they are exhausting affairs and I don't 
expect to get any holiday till after the November election. Richard, by 
the way, is goinp to figure his dates for a break by next week,when we 
shall meet and talk. 

I think that's about all for the present. I have made 
a point since the California primary of doinr a periodical report on 
the cand ; dates and the general picture. It seems exc seive -and could 
bore the reader -to fake a full-blown campaign nor. , and then have to 
start all over again in September with the real thing. My fan mail on 
"Letter From Anerica" is very ins ructive here. It is overwhelmingly 
against saturation by American politics. And mosi of the protesters 
are obviously intelligent people. 

Let me know tentative plnn3 for Gray, Cole and Hella. 
Love to Miranda. 

As ever, 




Alistair Cooke I 150 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y. 10028 



IVednesday September 25th 1968 



Dear Alastair: 

I hope you agree T;ith me that the team 
coverage of the caipaign is going very mil. I certainly 
wish we could keep two re<mlars on the road, in addition 
to Richard -nd me. Howver,I ma. exoecting llella this 
■week-end, and rhen John Cole,Dav?d Gray and Jonathan Sttecls 
have gone back I hope we can devise a fair division of the 
labor. 

There have been, as you know, drastic changes 
in campaigning this year, and the n^ght-time rally in the 
vast auditorium seens .just ai-out over -far security 
reasons if no other. Nixon, ho' ever, has realized hov. much 
mor.: exnosure he can get by doing as he did in Columbus: 
which v/as to fly in,make six ten minute tv. talks(plus 
T^anel ouestions)in a studio, talk to one luncheon and fly 
out four hours later, : n the knov.iedge that his one hour's 
worth or tv. would be seen later in the da in 27 cities 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Kentucky anc' so on. 

Anyway, I should like to give Hella her 
head and later on I mean to do a stint with each of the 
three. But in the main -since British viewers are see -rig 
so uuh of the candidates -I mea : to drop in on the main 
regions, from-say- the middle of Oc ober on and summarize 
■what is happening in each. The balance of the political- 
s -.cial situation is something you can't see on television. 
So this is the general plan. 

Ncnv, you may -want to make your plans for 
after the election. So far this year I have had off only 
one v. r eek,in February, and the one weekjat the end of March, 



that I came to London for the BBC dinner. I am pretty 
poopedf strangely, it took a month or more to get over 
the nervous trauma of the Bobby Kenned;/ horror )what vrith 
M.L. King, the Convent- ons, Chicago and the rest. I badly 
need a break. I thought of finishing off the election 
vreek and then going away from the 10th of Nov ember. 
I have six -peeks "coming to me . But mayoe since~it 1 s been 
so unevenly divided, I could stay av.ay five weeks and 
hold one over for general distribution in 196°. Anyway, 
the s:<x 7reeks would make my call resume on Sunday 
December 22nd. I'll be glad to make it on the l$th if, 
for any reason, that would be better. 

Maybe you'd like to have Hella stay on after 
the election, or arrange to have someone else come over 
and spell her. David Gray? He is doing adnu.rably,I think. 

Please let me know about this. God bless you 

and yours. 




